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Technical

I
n today’s mobile, dynamic, and
highly productive office space, the
purchase, lease and positioning of

office equipment has become highly
evolved. This is necessary in order to
help support an information system
that is now integral to all businesses.
Accessible to engineers, executives
and sales staff, this new information
system includes notebook computers,
cell phones, and various Bluetooth
gadgetry. It’s safe to say that our
office landscape is not that of our
fathers.

For cost savings and space conserva-
tion, the MFP (distilled from the digital
copier or all-in-one machines of the
1990s) is increasingly becoming the
choice of many worldwide business
organizations and mobile workers.
Though it took time for the many fea-
tures of the MFP to be fully understood
by IT staff, steady market information
and OEM advertisements eventually
created awareness of the strategic value
opportunity for device consolidation
and the benefits of smooth electronic
document distribution.

MFP evolution
As with other high-tech devices,

MFP developers incorporated many

unique workflow features into these
printers. Today’s MFPs offer the same
collating and document finishing
options often found on high-function-
ing workgroup printers, as well as
time-saving scan-to-e-mail functions,
database document workflow, instant
messaging and classified document
management integration. 

In addition to providing output
management solutions like high secu-
rity and automated document capture,

the OEMs forged relationships with
aftermarket software solutions
providers to deal with a variety of
information control issues. Today, the
OEMs are showing IT professionals
how to reduce operational costs while
greatly improving workgroup produc-
tivity. They are also ensuring compli-
ance with government document
retention regulations. One thing is
clear: MFPs have made it to the center
stage.
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Is It Time to Declare the MFP the

MVP

From Wikipedia.com: An MFP (Multi Function Printer/Prod-
uct), multifunctional, all-in-one (AiO), or mopier, is an office
machine that includes the following functionality in one
physical body, so as to have a smaller footprint in a home
or small-business setting (the SOHO market segment), or to
provide better document management/distribution/produc-
tion in a large-office setting: 
� Printer
� Scanner
� Copier
� Fax
� Media Printer (Digital Camera Output)
� Hard Disk

�� MFP defined
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